RESOLUTION NO. R-20-015
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR TO REOPEN BUSINESSES
CLOSED BY EXECUTIVE AND PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

WHEREAS, the entire state of New Mexico has been placed under numerous
restrictive executive orders by the Governor, declaring a state of Public Emergency, and
invoking the powers provided by the All Hazard Emergency Act and the Emergency
Licensing Act; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Declaration of a Public Health Emergency, the
Secretary of the New Mexico Department of Health issued a public health order
declaring that all businesses in New Mexico cease operations except for “essential
businesses;” and

WHEREAS, as a consequence of the public health order, an economic disaster
has been created by defining “essential” and “non-essential” businesses which unjustly
dictates winners and losers by discriminating against small businesses and specialized
retailers; and

WHEREAS, many of these deemed “non-essential businesses” provide local
services and sell the same products found in “essential” businesses; and

WHEREAS, these small businesses and specialized retailers are capable of
enforcing social distancing standards in their facilities; and

WHEREAS, the blanket closure of small businesses and specialized retailers is
an infringement upon their property rights and poses a significant threat to the ultimate
survival of those businesses and to our County’s, as well as the State’s, economy; and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 virus has impacted counties and cities differently in
New Mexico, and less impacted counties and cities should be allowed to restart their
economies immediately; and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States has set forth guidelines for
opening up America's economy.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of Chaves County
recommends to the Governor of the State of New Mexico that all businesses whether
‘essential” or “non-essential” be allowed to immediately open to the public and conduct
business by implementing social distancing and other mitigation measures.

LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED, that the State of New Mexico recognize the
disparate impacts of the COVID-19 virus on counties and cities in New Mexico and
develop rules and regulations accordingly.

Done this 23 day of April, 2020.
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